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Visual Case Discussion
A 31-year-old female presents with a complaint of 2 witnessed seizures the night before. She bit her tongue during
the seizures. The tongue bleeding stopped shortly after the seizures with the application of pressure. She is concernedlm of the abdominal CT scan. The bar portion appears in the mid small bowel while one of the ball ends is seen at the level of the
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E.F. Reichman / Visual Journal of Emergency Medicine 3C (2016) 11–1212because she does not know where her tongue ring went during the seizures. It was a barbell type piercing. One of the
ball ends was found on the ﬂoor near where she was seizing. The other ball end and the bar are missing. She also
complained of a 3-day history of a cough with yellow clear sputum, headache, and abdominal pain that increased
with inspiration. She has not eaten in 3 days in fear of vomiting. Her past history included a seizure disorder,
aspiration pneumonia, appendectomy, cholecystectomy, and psychiatric issues. The only medicines noted were
Topamax and Keppra for seizures. She denied any use of tobacco, alcohol, or illicit substances. The review of
systems was otherwise negative.
Vital Signs were normal. The physical exam was unremarkable except for the following. A 0.8 nonbleeding
laceration was noted on the tip of the tongue. There was moderate tenderness but no rebound or guarding in the
epigastric area and left upper quadrant. A CT scan of the abdomen and pelvis was ordered due to abdominal pain and
to locate the foreign bodies (Fig.).
Appendix. Supplementary Materials
Supplementary material cited in this article is available online at http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.visj.2015.12.002.
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